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Abstract
Xi Jinping's first year in office can be characterized by an unusual assertive
leadership. In the domestic front his political leadership could be compared with
his predecessors' technocratic leadership in that he is more willing to forge a
structured personal following for the purpose of early consolidation of power. He
is more willing to mobilize support from key power institutions, such as the PLA,
to fulfil his agenda. For instance, he overcame the internal resistance to erect the
National Security Council Now he has four-power in himself, and is likely to
become the most powerful post-Deng leader in China. His governing principle in
2013 was recentralization of power so that tough reform policies could be
initiated and implemented against vested interest groups. This will continue in
2014. Externally he has raised China’s assertive diplomacy to a new level, e,g.,
through establishing the ADIZ that is clearly a game changer on the existing
status quo in Asia. In the years ahead he will have both opportunities to effect
change and encounter mounting challenges, such as deepening corruption and
continued economic slowdown. Whatever that is installed for him, people in the
world are watching carefully.
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