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Abstract

Mediterraneanisapowerfulconcept,elaboratedbyBraudelinhisseminalstudyonThe

MediterraneanandtheMediterraneanWorldintheAgeofPhilipII.1)Itencompasses

economic,socialandculturaldimensions.Inthefourteenthcentury,Genoa,Venice,

Barcelonawereglobalplaces,controllingworld-wideeconomicflows.Thissupremacy

derivedfromthestructuringofacrucialmaritimearea,theMediterranean.Whatseems

tobemostremarkableinBraudel'sanalysisoftheMediterraneanmaritimeworldishow

bordersdematerialized,howflowsstartedtodefinespaceandhowdifferentstagesor

levelsofdevelopmentclashedagainstoneanother.

Duringthe18thcentury,thankstotheoverlappingofitstradingnetworks(Arabic,

Indian,PortugueseandChinese)theSouthChinaseawasatthecoreofEuropeanand

Asianeconomicexchanges.Thispaperdealswiththefollowingquestions:IsAsian

MediterraneanaconceptualtoolapplicabletoAsia?Morespecifically,cantheeconomic

corridorofEastAsia,hingedontoseveralinterconnectedmaritimebasins:TheSeaof

Japan,Yellow Sea,SouthChinaSea,SuluSea,CelebesSeabeconsideredavalid

illustrationoftheBraudelianconcept,duringthetwoperiodsunderconsideration:the

endofthe16thcenturyandtheendofthe20thcentury?Isanetworkofindependentcities

theprominentactorofthismaritimespace?

KeyWords:AsianMediterranean,Globalisation,Economichistory,China

Mediterraneanisapowerfulconcept,elaboratedbyBraudelinhisseminalstudyonThe

MediterraneanandtheMediterraneanWorldintheAgeofPhilipII.Itencompasses

economic,socialandculturaldimensions.Intheforteenthcentury,Genoa,Venice,

97

* Anearlyversionofthispaperhasbeenpresentedatthe52ndInternationalConferenceofEastern

Studies,Tokyo,TheTohoGakkai,18May2007.IamgratefultovaluablecommentsbyHamashita

TakeshiandHanedaMasashi.

**Visitingscholar,CenterforChinaStudies,SchoolofPublicPolicy& Management,Tsinghua

University,100084Beijing.Gipouloux@ehess.fr

1)FernandBraudel,LaM�diterran�eetlemondem�diterran�en�l'�poquedePhilippeII.Paris,

ArmandColin,1949.SeealsoThomasRohlen,・A・Mediterranean・ModelforAsianRegionalism:

CosmopolitanCitiesandNationStatesinAsia・,StanfordUniversity,AsiaPacificResearchCenter,

May1995.



Barcelonawereglobalplaces,controllingwold-wideeconomicflows.Thissupremacy

derivedfromthestructuringofacrucialmaritimearea,Mediterranean.Braudelmostly

focusedonthecitiesalongtheMediterraneancoast,atthetimeofPhilipthesecond.

Wearenolongerinthe16thcentury,andAsia,nottheMediterranean,willbethesubject

ofourdiscussion.However,whatseemstobethemostremarkableinBraudel・sanalysis

oftheMediterraneanmaritimeworldishowbordersdematerialized,howflowsstartedto

definespaceandhow differentstagesorlevelsofdevelopmentclashedagainstone

another.Braudeldemonstratedthedichotomizationbetweencentersandboundaries,ata

timewhencountries・bordersseemedtoblur.Healsopointedoutthefluidityof

geographicaldivisionslargelybaseduponapoliticalpartitioningoftheworld.

Duringthe18th century,thankstotheoverlappingofitstradingnetworks(Arabic,

Indian,PortugueseandChinese)theSouthChinaseahasbeenatthecoreofEuropeanand

Asianeconomicexchanges.IsAsianMediterraneanaconceptualtoolapplicabletoAsia?

Morespecifically,can theeconomiccorridorofEastAsia,hinged onto several

interconnectedmaritimebasins:seaofJapan,Yellowsea,SouthChinasea,SuluSea,

Celebesseabeconsideredavalidillustrationofthebraudelianconcept,duringthetwo

periodsunderconsideration:theendofthe16thcenturyandtheendofthe20thcentury?Is

anetworkofindependentcitiestheprominentactorofthismaritimespace?

InthemaritimerepublicsofmedievalItaly,independentportcitiesandmerchantsand

marinerscommunitiesplayedamajorroleinmaintainingthesecurityofmaritimeareas.

Theywerealsoabletocreatesophisticatedlegalinstrumentsforthepursuitoftheir

commercialgoals.Whilelegalinstrumentssuchasbillsoflading,commercialcontracts,

thedevelopmentofinternationalcommerciallaw and,moregenerally,abusiness

environmentrelativelyfreefromstateinterventionhavebeenlargelyresponsibleforthe

successoftheMediterraneaninEurope,wemustaskourselveswhetheritispossibleto

detectthesameautonomyofportcitiesanddevelopmentofcommerciallaw when

examiningthecaseofthegreatemporiainEastandSoutheastAsia.

Toanswerthesequestions,onehastokeepinmindapeculiarhistoricalcontext.Two

periodsofglobalisationhavebeenatworkbetweenthe16thandthe20thcenturies.Thefirst

oneocurredwhenthefourcontinentswerelinkedonaregularandstablebasis,i.e.after

theconquestofManilabytheSpaniards,in1571;thesecondonetookplaceinthelast

decadesofthe20thcentury,asaresultofthedramaticdropinthecostoftransportation

andtelecommunications,combinedwith widederegulation in thefinancialsector.

Moreover,theappreciationoftheyen,followingthePlazaagreement,launchedan

unprecedentedexpansionofJapaneseindustrialisationacrossAsiathroughforeigndirect
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investment.TheintegrationofChinaintotheworldeconomyaccentuatedthistrend.

1.ASIANMEDITERRANEAN:ACONTROVERSIALCONCEPT

TheassociationoftheconceptofMediterraneanbasinwithmaritimeAsiahasearly

occured.Assoonasthethirties,theDutchscholarJacobCornelisVanLeurconsidered

suchacombination.2)Lateron,GeorgeCoed�s,inhismagistralstudyontheEtats

hindouis�s d・Indochine et d・Indon�sie (1944)gave the concept its first explicit

formalisation.According to him,SoutheastAsia iscentered upon a ・veritable

Mediterranean,formedbytheChinaSea,theGulfofSiamandtheJavaSea.Thisenclosed

sea,inspiteofitstyphoonsandreefs,hasalwaysbeenaunifyingfactorratherthanan

obstacleforthepeoplesalongtherivers.・3)ThenDenysLombard,Pierre-YvesManguin,

AnthonyReid,recoursed,thoughdiversedegree,totheMediterraneanmetaphorintheir

worksonAsianmaritimeeconomy.4)HoweverK.N.ChaudhuriundoubtedlyusedBraudel

conceptualframeworkinthemostsystematicway.5)

AccordingtoChaudhuri,humanandphysicalunityofcoastalterritoriesoftheIndian

oceanconfertheregionacohesionstrenghtenedbymaritimetradeandculturalnetworks.

WhilePirennemadeIslam,insteadofBarbarianinvasionsorChristendom,responsible

forthedismantlingofclassicMediterraneanworld,Islamriseoccursconcomitanlywith

TangChinaemerging,andwithassophisticatedurbancivilisation,inwhichArabicand

Chineselanguagesimposedthemselvesaslingu・franc・intheIndianocean.6)Chaudhuri

explicitlydrawsonBraudel,andonthethreeanalyticfoundationsofitslogicofhistory:
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islamto1750,Cambridge,CambridgeUniversityPress,1990.

6)K.N.Chaudhuri,opcit.



space,time,andstructure.InsteadofBraudel,however,ChaudhuridealswiththeIndian

Oceaninthebrodersenseona11centurytimespan.Healsoabandonseuropeocentrismto

analyseAsiaasanentityexplicitlyleadbymarket.

TheconceptofAsianmediterraneanhasalsoraiseddoubtsandinterrogations.Among

thestrongestreluctances,arethoseformulated by Sanjay Subramanyam7) who

questionnedtheveryrelevanceofthenotionofMediterraneanwhenappliedtoAsia.For

him,itisnotahomogeneousspace,economically,politicallyorculturallyspeaking.Social

links were strong in peculiar points of the area,more distended elsewhere.

Subrahmanyamthencomestoquestiontheconceptitself,askingwhetherBraudelwould

nothaveoverestimatedtheroleandpositionofFranceandSpain,whileunderestimating

theroleplayedbytheOttomansintheMediterraneanarea.

2.ASIANMEDITERRANEAN:ANANALYTICALTOOL

How tointersecttheBraudelianconceptofregionwiththechangesAsiahasgone

throughtwiceduringtheglobalisationsofthe16th and20th century?WhatIfind

remarkableinBraudel・sanalysisofthismaritimespaceisthatbordersbreakup,spaceis

definedbyflows,anddifferenttemporalitiesjumbletogether.Thusthereadingofthe

MediterraneanconceptIsuggestherewillbeneithergeographical,norevenhistoricalbut

institutional.Itfirstdescribesapolycentricconfigurationmodelofglobalcitieswithin

myviewfourcommonfeatures:

GlobalcitiessuchasGenoa,VeniceorAmalfidrewtheirautonomyfrom theirspecial

position,atthehingeofseveralcompetingjurisdictions

Todefinetheconnectionbetweenplaceandnetwork,theFrenchgeographerJean

Gottmannelaboratedtheconceptofhinge(charni�re):hethusspeaksofhingeplaceor

hingeregion,historicalhinge,multiplehinge,andsoforth.Inhisview,forinstance,

Constantinopleactedasahingebetweencapitalandempire,betweenEuropeandAsia,

betweenRomansandGreeks,betweenlandandmaritimepower.8)
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AtthefringeoftheGermanempire,Genoahaditsmunicipalimmunityrecognisedby

BerangerII,kingofItaly(thenLombardy),asearlyas958AD.Thecitygained

independencein1162,andjealouslyfoughttopreserveitselfagainsttheincroachment

attemptedbybothFrederickIstandFrederickIInd ofHohenstaufen.

Thankstoitsgeographicalandpoliticalsituationatthehingeofthreerivalempires

(Lombard Carolingian,Slavicand Byzantine),Veniceenjoyed awidemeasureof

autonomyandbecameacommerciallinchpinbetweenthethree,withacommercialempire

stretchingfrom theAdriatictotheCrusadersOrientthroughtheAegeanSeaand

Dalmatia.ItwasthefirstmaritimepowerintheOccidentandatitspeakplayedarole

comparabletoAthensinAncientGreece.

AmalfireliedonConstantinoplebutasearlyasthe8thand9thcenturythecitybecamean

importantstakeinthefiercerivalrybetweenByzantinesandLombardiansfromSalerno.

Itassumedanautonomousgovernmentledbyacomes.Thisinstitutionwasskilfully

playedoutofthetusslebetweenByzantinesandLombardians,andsetforwarda・habile

diplomacybetweenthePope,andtheArabsfromSicily・.9)

GovernedbyshipownersandmaritimetraderstogetherwiththeViscountandthe

Archbishop,Pisaenjoyeditsfirstmunicipallegislationin1162,whiletheEmpirehad

recogniseditsmunicipalitysince1081.

Maritimespacesweresecuredbyanarmedforcenotcontrolledbythestate

ThemaritimeRepublicsimposedtheircommercialsupremacybyconfrontingthetwo

maritimepowerswhichcontrolledtheMediterranean:theNorthAfricanArabo-Berber

corsairsandtheByzantines.

AtthebeginningoftheXIIthcentury,VeniceanditsIllyricalliescontrolledtheAdriatic

andthankstoitsByzantium affiliationcaughttheinflow ofOrientalproductsand

distributedtheminEurope.Later,itbuiltupitsfleetsinceneithertheByzantinenorthe

GermanicEmpirehadaNavycapableofcopingwiththepiratesinfestingtheAdriatic:

Hungariansin Dalmatia,Saracensin Sicily andBari.Amalfialsoplayedon its

dependenceonByzantiumtostrengthenitseconomicrelationswiththeLevant,beforethe

NormansannexedittothekingdomofSicily(1131).
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Betweenthe10thandthe12thcentury,PisacommitteditselftofightingtheArabpirates

alongthecoastsofSouthernItaly,Corsica,SardiniaandNorthAfrica.Themilitaryand

merchantsalsocollaboratedtheireffortsinlogisticssuchastrooptransportationduring

theCrusades.WeretheCrusadesaresultofthepoweroftheItalianmaritimepresence

intheMediterraneanorjustanopportunitytoentrenchitscontrol?Thequestionis

withouteasyanswers.TheCrusadesspedupthepredominanceofcommercialand

militaryactivitiesintheMaritimeRepublics.TheGenoanswerethefirsttounderstand

thisandconsiderableprofitsweregainedfromsupplyingandprovidingtransportforthe

Crusaders.ThemorecautiousPisansfounditmorelucrativetoraidtheArabo-Sicilian

coastsofNorthAfrica.

GenoaandPisaalliedtodriveawaytheSaracensettlersfrom Balearics,Sardiniaand

Corsica.TheTyrrhenianSealiberated,thealliancethenendeavouredtoeliminatepiracy

inthewesternpartoftheMediterranean,pushingtowardsSicily,Africancoastsand

Balearics.

Commandingcommercialflowsmatteredmorethanrulingterritoriesortaxingtheir

people

AsRenouardputit,・Venicecreatedabarecolonialempire,withtradingpostsandports

asitsonlyterritorialfoundation,atleastduringtheinitialcenturies.・10)Thewordcolony,

appliedtoVenetianorGenoanstradingpostsaroundtheMediterranean,ismisleading.In

themiddleAges,theyweremerelyforeignpresencewithvaryingpermanence.More

warehousesthansettlements,theystoremerchandiseforexportandsettaxes.Foreign

merchantssetupshopsandsometimesaccommodatedtheirvisitingcolleagues.Without

astablepopulation,thefonduq(hostel)wasinfactthepreferredoperationsandlogistics

basefortheinternationaltrade:tradingpostscarrycommercialtransactions,nothing

more.Foreignpolicywasonlyaimedatmaintainingandextendingthiscommercialnet

work.・Possessionofterritoriesandcarryingweaponswhennotatseaarepointless:

neededproductscanbeboughtandmercenariespaidtofight.・11)

NeweconomicandlegalinstitutionsareestablishedoutsidetheframeworkoftheState

Itisundoubtedlyinaveryparticularcontext-thehighlyfragmentedpoliticalstructure

oftheEuropeanMiddleAges-thattheoriginofrisksharingpracticesandefficient
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deploymentofcapitalthroughshareholdingcompaniescanbefound.This・optimal

fragmentation・toborrow anexpressioncoinedbyJaredDiamond12),leadstoan

unprecedentedsituation:significantportionsofwealtharecontrolledbywhatwewould

calltodayindependentlegalentities.Hence,realestateholdingsoftheChurcharein

effectadministeredbyeconomicconcernsthatarecalleddioceses,religiousordersoreven

bytheChurchitself.Theregulatoryenvironment・sgrowthproducednew corporate

bodies-cities,guilds,philanthropicorganizations(hospices,hospitalsetc).

TheMediterraneancommercialsystem usedsophisticatedlegalinstrumentsextending

beyondthestateframeworkandalreadysetthelaw asconsistent,continuousand

international.Inthatrespect,maritimelawwasfrom itsinceptionmoreinternational

thanmunicipalconstitutions,statutesorcommonlaws.Merchantlaw conveyedthe

globalisedmedievalsociety・srejectionofanimposedorderandtheemergenceofamore

naturalone.

Impatientandworriedaboutbusiness,merchantscouldnotaffordtowaitforuniversities

tocodifytheprinciplesofacommonlaweventhoughthelawwasaresultofinfinite

territorialcustomsappliedtoautarkiccommunities.Customs,notlaw,havebeenatthe

heartofcommercesincetheverybeginningoftrade.Merchantswentbeyondlocal

barrierstoprovidetheirinnovations.Urgencynecessitatedanew,professionallawtobe

drawnupfromseafarersandtradersinvolvedinfairsandmarkets.Alawbasedontrade

practicesandfairness,freedfromlocalidiosyncrasiesandauthorities.

WesternEurope・scommercialhubsthenacquiredtrans-nationalstanding.From the

start,maritimelaw hadsetoutprinciplesandcodifiedapplicationsbeyondpolitical

borders.TheTranilaws(1063),aPisancommercialcode(consuetudinedimare)attested

from1075,andtheTavoleamalfitane(1274)summedupmaritimelawandcustomsin66

chapters.Theseformalisationsdemonstratedthecontinuityanduniformityofmaritime

lawintheMediterranean.Theconventionsofcommerceguaranteedthe interestsof

merchantsaswellasshipowners・.

Bythemiddleofthe12thcentury,maritimelawswereoperativeinBarcelona,Tortosaand

Marseille.Theycodifiedfreightloadingandunloading,transportcosts,contracts,

weaponsplacing,rulesonshipssalvaging,tollsandcrew-merchantsrelations.13)Inthe

majorMediterraneancitiesforinstance,theCatalanshadalfondecsorgrainexchanges.
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Thesewereinfact・hostel-markets・whichenjoyedasetofrulesthenknownasconsulates

ofthesea,abasisatthetimefortheorganisationofinternationaltrade.Consuls

arbitratedondisputeswithlocalauthoritiesandcouldsignagreementswiththem.These

consulatesoftheseawereacompilationofrulesandcustomsandunlikelawdidnotentail

formalism.In1435,JamestheIstofAragonenactedtheOrdinanceofBarcelona,thefirst

legaldocumentdealingwithinsurance-thefirstpolicybeinginfactrecordedinGenoain

1347.Therulelimitingthirdpartyliabilityofshipownerstoanamountbasedontonnage

datesfromthisperiod.

3.THEASIANMARITIMESPACE,FROM THE16TH TOTHE18TH CENTURY

WasthereatraditionofurbanautonomyinAsia?Therewerefewexamplesandtheydid

notmatchindetailsbuttheyrevealedthevitalityofmerchantautonomousentities:The

kingdom ofSrivijayainSumatrafrom theendofthe7th tothe10th century;Malacca

beforeitsconquestbythePortuguesein1511;TheRyukyuarchipelago,amiddleman

betweenJapanandChina;FormosaduringthebriefepisodeoftheMingloyalistCheng

dynasty,from1661to1683,dateofitsconquestbytheManchu.

ThemaritimekingdomofSrivijaya

Let・sstartwithSrivijaya.Thehistoryofthismaritimekingdom isnotverywell

documented.14)ThesourcesthatareavailabletousmainlyconsistofafewrareChinese

documents,travelnotesleftbyforeignvisitors,funeraryordedicatoryinscriptions,

archaeologicaldiscoveriesand artisticrelics.Even thecapital・slocation remains

hypothetical,althoughitwasmostlikelysituatedatPalembang,inthe11th century.

However,contrarilytotheagrariankingdomsofJava,Srivijayaismostcertainlythe

firstandmostpowerfulofallthegreatMalaysianempires.Atitsheyday,Srivijaya・s

influenceprevailedonthewholeofSumatra,theMalayPeninsulaandtheKraisthmus,

aswellasthewesternpartofJava.Itssupremacywaslargelybaseduponapowerful

navythatcouldkeeppiracyincheck.Duringnearlythreecenturies,thisnavalstrength

enabledSrivijaya・seconomytoflourishmostlythroughmaritimecommerce.Itsstrategic

positionattheSoutheasterncornerofSumatraandtheallegianceofitsvassalKedah,

guaranteeditscontrolovertheMalaccaStrait.Similarly,itsauthorityovertheSunda

Straitallowedthekingdom todominatemaritimeexchangesbetweenIndiaandChina.
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Srivijayatherefore,developedrelationshipsnotonlywiththearchipelago・sotherstates

butalsowithIndiaandChina.

Thismaritimekingdom・spowerrestedonanavalstrengththatwasbasedonamonopoly

overinternationalcommerce-butsuchasubtlearticulationofpowerwasfragile.The

lossofitsvassalsorofitsnavalsupremacycouldthreatentheKingdom・sveryexistence

-andthisispreciselywhathappenedinthe11thcentury.

Thetributarysystem linkingChinaandthecourtofSrivijayawasquiteelaborate.

Chinesemerchants,already very activein theMalaysian region,gradually chose

Srivijayaasoneoftheirfavoritedestinations.Theirinvolvementinmaritimecommerce

wasingreatpartgeneratedbythegrowingdemandforSoutheastAsianresinsand

spices.Furthermore,thesetradersalsoquicklybecameindispensablemiddlemeninthe

tradeofIndianproductssuchasincenseandivory.Atcourt,Chinesemerchantswere

oftenusedasinterpretersortranslatorsandsometimesevenmandatedtoconduct

diplomaticmissions.Thismerchantcommunity,through itscommercialpractices,

transcendednationaldifferences.15)ThecautiousdiscretionevidencedbyChinesetextson

theethnicoriginofSrivijaya・smerchantsenabledthelattertocarryontheirtrademore

freely.ButthedevelopmentofdirectcontactsbetweenChinesemerchantsandlocal

marketsprogressivelydissolvedtheentrepot・ssupremacy.

ThedeclineofthisprosperouscommercialhubbetweenIndiaandChinaisjustasmuch

linkedtotheexpansionofChinesemaritimecommerceasitistotherebellionofthe

Srivijaya・svassals.Itappearsthatthekingdom・sdemandsforhigherportfeesangered

itsneighbors,whothenstartedtotradedirectlywithIndiaandChinaandeventually

defeatedit.Aroundtheyear1000,SrivijayawasstillcontrollingthelargestpartofJava

butsoonlostittoCola,aSouthIndia・smerchantkingdom thatsawSrivijayaasthe

majorimpedimenttoitsexpansiononthemaritimerouteslinkingSouthandEastAsia.

In1025,ColatookandpillagedPalembang.Attheendofthe12thcentury,Srivijayahad

becomeaminorkingdomanditsroleinSumatra・saffairsfurtherdeclinedtothebenefit

ofMalayu,avassalofJavabasedinJambi.ThefallofSrivijayashortlyantedatesthe

emergenceofanothergreatmerchantcenterofmaritimeAsia,Malacca.

Malacca-City-stateandmercantileempire
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Malacca・sstrategicpositionattractedmerchantsataveryearlydate.Situatedonthe

westerncoastoftheMalaysianPeninsula,thecitylordsoverthestraitlinkingtheIndian

andPacificOceans.Thankstothequalityoftheservicesitprovidedandtothe

moderationofitstaxsystem,Malaccabecametheregion・slargestentrepotandthecenter

oftheMalaysianworld.Inthemid15th century,thecity・spopulationreached100,000

inhabitants,whoforalargepartwereforeignmerchants.Atthattime,Malaccawasin

effecttheStrait・smostpowerfulState.InanefforttocompetewithSiamforthecontrol

oftheMalaysianPeninsula,theentrepotestablishedtradingpostsinSumatra.Following

thevisitofAdmiralZhengHe,in1409MalaccastartedtocollaboratewithMingChinato

fightpiracyornon-officialtrade.Themaingoalwastore-establishthefreecirculationof

commercialflowsor,tobemoreprecise,toincorporatethem inthetributarysystem.

Malacca,bylaunchingthecultivationofpepper,deliberatelyfocuseditstradetowardsthe

west-theemporiumcollectedagreatnumberofgoodstobesenttoIndiaandEurope.

From the16th century onwards,Malacca and Java dominated trading networks

throughoutSouth-EastAsia.FromMalacca,thisnetworkwasconnectedtoamultitude

ofothersleadingtoIndia,Persia,Syria,EasternAfrica,andtheMediterranean,thereby

creatingthelargestcommercialsystemofthetimes.16)M.C.Ricklefsdescribedingreat

detailthecommercialnetworkofwhichMalaccawasthecentre.Itstretchedfrom the

EasterncoastofSumatratotheSundaandthecentralandWesternpartsoftheislandof

Java.ItalsoconnectedthewesternpartofJavatothewesterncoastofSumatra,the

centralandeasternpartsofJavatoSumatra.FurtherlinksincludedJavaandBali,

LombokandSumbawa,Timor,SumbaandtheMollucas.17)

ThecityalsoinitiatedrelationshipswithSoutheastAsia(Siam)andPeguontheBurmese

coast,andwasconnectedtoeasternAsia(ChinaandJapan).Itssuccesswaslargelybased

uponitsabilitytobecomethemajorplayerinspicetradinginSoutheastAsia(clovesfrom

theMollucas,nutmegfromtheislandsoftheBandaarchipelago)andthedistributorof

Indiantextiles.Mostoftheseactivitieswerecarriedoutbyaninternationalbodyof

merchantsandintermediaries.

MaritimecommerceoftheRyukyuIslands

TheRyukyu Islandswerea turntableforexchangesbetween China and Japan

throughouttheEdoPeriod(1603-1868)andinparticularduringtheseclusion(sakoku)
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period.ThenetworksofChinesemarinersandmerchants,whohadbeenforcedawayfrom

theChinesecoastsbecauseofrestrictionsonmaritimecommerceimposedbytheMing,

wereagainveryactiveinexchangesbetweentheRyukyuandothertributarycountries.

ItwasEmperorTaizuoftheMingwhoin1372firstencouragedcontactswiththe

archipelago.Thisresultedinthevisitofatributarymission.Theadministrationofthe

KingdomofRyukyupledgedallegianceandofferedmerchandisetotheChineseEmpire.In

exchangeitreceiveddiplomaticrecognitionandassuranceofprotectionagainstexternal

attack.Thus,thekingdomwasincludedinwhatwewoulddescribetodayasaregional

securityandcommercialalliancesystem.Thissystemreliedentirelyontheeconomicand

militaryhegemonyofChina. ItwasaccomplishedbysendingChinesedelegatesto

importantceremoniessuchasthecrowningofanewmonarch.Thisrelationshipwas

furtherreinforcedbyacademicexchangesthatallowedRyukyunationalstogoandstudy

inChina.

Commercialactivitiesgrewwithinaverydistinctinternationalcontext.DuringtheEdo

Period,theRyukyuArchipelagowassubjecttotwotutelages-itwaspartofthefiefof

Shimazu,locatedinKyushu,andyetstillpaidtributetoChina.18)Thecommercialsystem

oftheRyukyu・swasbasedonentrepottradeforproductscomingfromSoutheastAsia-

Siam,Patani,Malacca,Palembang,Java,Sumatra,Vietnam andcountriesfrom the

Sundaarea.Japaneseproducts(swordsandgold)wereexchangedforivory,tin,precious

stones,pepperandotherspices,aswellassappanwoodusedintraditionalmedicineorin

thedyeingindustry.

Largequantitiesoftheseproductswerethenre-exportedtowardsChina,JapanorKorea.

SincemostSoutheastAsiannationspaidtributetoChina,Chinesebecamethelingua

francaforbothgovernmentalandcommercialexchanges.Theformofentrepottradethat

theRyukyu・sdevelopedthroughitscommercialrelationshipswiththerestofAsiaand

moreparticularlywithSoutheastAsiadependeduponanintricatenetworkofmerchants,

navigatorsandChinesetranslatorsbasedinSoutheastAsiafromLuzontoSumatraand

fromtheAnnamtotheSiam.

Allthecommercialactivitiesthatwerepartofthistributarycommercebelongedtoa

royalmonopolyinwhichprivatetradehadnoplace-officiallyatleast.Theseactivities

startedin1372whendiplomaticrelationswereinitiatedbetweenthecourtsoftheMing

andChuzan,thelargestandmostprosperousofthethreeprincipalitiesthatformedthe
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18)TherelativeautonomyenjoyedbyRyukyuendsin1609withtheinvasionoftheJapaneseSatsuma

Clan.



Ryukyu・s.ItisapparentlythankstoChinesecaptainsandshipsthatChuzancouldlaunch

thisflourishingmaritimetrade.Fundsfrom theRyukyu・swereusedtoacquirethe

exoticSoutheastAsianproductsthatweretobesenttoChinaastributeandalso-more

importantlytotraders,resoldprivately.ThecourtoftheMingwouldreimbursethe

missioncostsandprovidenewgoods.Itisimportanttounderlinethesubtlemechanicsof

thismodusoperandi-fundswererepublic,purchasescommissionedandprofitswere,for

alargepart,private.TheportofNahawasatthecenteroftheseexchanges.

Thegovernmentcontrolofforeign trade,which remainedalargely bureaucratic

enterprise,wasextremelyheavy-handed.Alldepartingforeign-boundvesselsneededto

obtain theShissho,acertificateissuedby Ryukyu authoritiesatShuri.19) These

certificatesshowedaregistrationnumberthatwasfrequentlychangedinorderto

differentiatepirateshipsfrombonafideones.Duringthe16thCentury,numerousnaval

missionsusingRyukyushipsreachedPalembang,ontheSoutheasterncoastofSumatra

andalsoSundaKalapa(Batavia),onthewesterncoastofJava.RelationswithMalacca

wentfarbackintime.TwentyorsoshipsfromtheRyukyu・svisitedthegreatentrepot

between1460and1511,theyearofthePortugueseconquest.20)Sulfurandhorseswere

transportedfromRyukyutoChina,andonthevoyagebackthecargoincludedporcelain,

silk,brocade.satinandothertextiles,medicine,alum andcereals.From Japantothe

Ryukyu・s,themostsoughtafterproductswereswords,lances,bows,armorsandhelmets

aswellasharnesses,screens,fans,lacquerandgold.Onthereturntrip,fromRyukyuto

Japan,shipswereloadedwithredpinewood(caesalpiniasappan)usedasadyeinChina,

pepperthatcouldbringextremelyhighreturnsinChina(750to1,500timestheoriginal

cost),cloves,nutmeg,camphor,gold,tin,ivory,sandalwood,perfumeandincense,coral,

mercury,opium,saffron,rhinoceroshorns,timberforshipbuilding,etc.21)

MaritimerouteslinkedNahatoFujianandSouthChinaandfrom theredivergedinto

manybranches-towardsAnnamandSiamandthenonwardstoPalembangandJava,or

fromSiamandPatanitowardsMalaccaandthencetoSumatraandtheSundaIslands.

ThegoldenageoftheRyukyu・stradelastedfrom1385to1570.Thedeclinethatfollowed

wascausedbyanumberoffactors-thedeteriorationofthemaritimepolicyoftheMing,

theriseinpowerofpiratefleetsthatstartedtodevastatetheChinesecoasts,thearrival

ofthePortuguese,andlastlythebanonmaritimeactivities(haijin)thathitFujianand

Guangdongmerchants.
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19)ShunzoSakamaki,�RyukyuandSoutheastAsia�,TheJournalofAsianStudies,Vol.23n・3,May

1964,p.385.

20)Ibid.p.387.

21)Ibid.p.387.



TaiwanatthetimesofZhengChenggong

OnecenturyafterthefallofMalacca,ZhengChenggong(1624-1662),aMingloyalistrebel

andhissonZhengJing(1661-1683),foundedashort-livedkingdominTaiwan.Thiswasto

bethelastexampleofanindependentterritorialityineastAsia.Fromtwobases-Amoy

andJinmen,ZhengstartedanavalwaragainsttheManchus,whohadbannedmaritime

commerce.TaiwanbecameanemporiumforallofSoutheastAsia:silkimportedtoJapan

from Chinatransitedthroughtheisland,anddeerhideswereexportedtowardsJapan

andusedinthemanufacturingofarmorsorshields.22)Thismaritimeempirethatowedits

powermoretothecontroloftraderoutesthantoactualterritory,spreadoutfromJapan

toSiamviatheRyukyu・s,andfromthePhilippinestoVietnam.

Werelegalinstrumentsprotectingmerchantsautonomydeveloped?

Thefourexamplesofmerchantpowerwehavelistedaretheonlyequivalentsofthe

repubblichemarinarewecanoutline.ButVenicenotonlyhaditsnavy,itsmerchantsand

itsarmedgalleysbutalsoautonomousinstitutionsandlaw.Theinternationaltradein

Asiaoperatedintwoways,bothdifferentfrom theMediterraneanmodel.Onewas

crampedinabureaucraticcorset,thetributarytrade.Theother,unofficialandinturn

called privatecommerce,smuggling orpiracy thrived when governmentofficials

supervisionshrank.Itdeclinedwhentheofficialsreassertedcontrol.

Theofficialtradewasinfactatributarycommerce(chaogongmaoyi)asallforeign

countrieswishingtotradewithChinahadtopaytribute,thusclearlyestablishingthe

Chinesesuzerainty.

TheunofficialtradewastheotherfaceofChinesecommerce.Itcoveredawidespectrum

ofactivities,fromprivatebusinesstosmugglingwhichtookuprolestheofficialtradehad

relinquished,fulfillingcreditworthydemandandextendedfurtherintomorepredatory

formssuchaspiracy,anancienttraditionwithdefinitefunctionsinSouthEastAsia.

Withinaspecificmaritimeareaitoperatedasakindoflevyforprotectionarrangement.

Italsoassertedauthorityonamaritimespacebykeepingawayotherwould-beplayers.

Ittookawhileforalinetobedrawnbetweenlegitimate(thestate)andillegitimate(the

criminals)violenceandplundering.Searaidsonneighbouringcommunitiesorships

looting,piracywaspartofthepoliticalorderinthemaritimesocietiesoftheMalay
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22)Cf.JohnRobertShepherd,StatecraftandPoliticalEconomyontheTaiwanFrontier,1600-1800,

SMCPublishingInc.Taipei,1995.



Archipelago.Atollcamewitharightofsafepassagethroughpiratecontrolledwaters.

Tocrackdownonpiracyandtosubjugaterivalsweretwosidesofthesamecoin.

Placesoftrade

1.Firstwastheemporium.Itwasamarketwhereagreatvarietyofproductswas

gatheredanddispatchedonasteadybasis.23)Butlocalmarketitwasnot.Itsdomainwas

long-haultrade.Itbroughtinandshippedproductsfromavastarea.Monsoonseasons

ruledcommerceandtheemporium・sprimaryfunction:toallowthemerchanttoholdon

tohisstockuntilthepricewasright.Buttheemporium remainedapeddler・smarket

unlikethewarehousemarketdominatedbycommercialcompanies.

Thecitywasbuiltaroundtheemporium,providingregulartradeservices:shipping,

insurance,creditandbusinessnews.Theplacewasoftenfortifiedagainstpiratesand

bandits.Differentrationalesoperatedinamaritimeemporium andinthecontinentor

countrytowhichitwasattached,itwasanislandevenifitwasaport:government

interventionwasminimal.Amonginstancesofemporia:Malacca,shortlybeforethe

Portuguesearrivalinthe16thcentury;Aceh,RiauandJohoresoonafterwards.

WhenMalaccafellin1511,commerceinitscatchmentsareamigratedtoAceh,North

Sumatra・ssultanateandtoBantenonJava・sNorthWestcoast.Acehbecameamajor

emporiumforpepperandIndiancloth,andhavingboughtPortugueseweapons,proceeded

toconquerNorthSumatraandembarkedonlengthyconflictswiththePortuguese,and

withRiauandJohore.Riauwouldbeforalongtimethecross-roadsoftheIndian,

EuropeanandChineseworlds.BantendefeatedaPortuguesefleetin1527,keptgrowing

andbecameWestJava・sandSouthSumatra・smainpepperwarehouseduringthe16th

century.In1601,theVOCvanquishedajointSpanishandPortuguesefleetinBantenbut

starteditsdeclineafterBatavia・sfoundation.

Anemporium mayhavebeenexpectedintheMalaccastraitbutnotnecessarilyin

Malacca.Itslocationowedlesstogeographythantotheeasilywithdrawncooperationof

twogroups:localauthoritiesandmerchantswhocameforbusiness.Theirnegotiations

aimedtolockintheotherparty・sagreement,preventingdefault.

Pricesweregenerallyfree.Butwecanobservepricesettingcouldbeseeninsomecases
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23)Cf.�AsianEmporiaandEuropeanBridgehads�inRoderichPtakandDietmarRothermund(eds.),

Emporia,ComoditiesandEntrepreneursinAsianMaritimeTrade,c.1400-1750,FranzSteiner

Verlag,Stuttgart,1991.



knownaspancadas:auctionsnegotiatedbetweenauthoritiesandmerchantswherewhole

shiploadsweresoldinonelot.TheyoccurredinManila,NagasakiandinMalacca,before

thePortuguesearrival.Theseoftenabusedmeasuresaimedtoavoidsevereprice

fluctuationscreatedbybrutalchangesinsupply.

Theemporium providedpredictability,transparencyandstabilityintransactions.In

Malacca,asetofrulesandsophisticatedconstitutionalproceduresprotectedtheinterests

ofmerchants.24) They flounderedwith the arrivalof Portugueseshipsandthe

establishmentofverylargecompanies(VOC,EICandtheothersSwedish,Danishand

French).Theformerwishedtocontroltraderoutesandthelatterfreedthemselvesfrom

priceswingsinanemporium-typemarketbyadoptingaglobalvisionofcommerce.25)

2.Secondwasthewarehouse,animport-exporthub,withlargestoragefacilities.The

freightwasunloaded,repackedandre-exported.Shippingnetworkswereconsolidated.

Shipping,insurance,alltheexport-relatedactivitiesbecamespecificandindependent

tradesandprofessions.Thewarehousewasclosertoproductionareas,orbecameitselfa

productionbase.Morenimble,itwastheemporium comingofagewithindustrial

capitalismandsteamboats:shippingandsuppliesnolongerrelied.SingaporeandHong

Kongwerethecontinuingcasesinpointfromthemiddleofthe19thcenturyonwards.

Officialdom・sascendancyandmerchantdiasporas.

EasternAsiahowever,wasadifferentstory.LonghauljunksbuiltinFujianand

Guangdong,mannedbyChinesecrewandofficers,followingChinesetraderegulationson

shipandcargohandledChina・scommerce.26) Duringthe11th and12th centuries,its

merchantstookovertheArabsholdonitstradewithSouthEastAsia.FiveChinesejunks

wereinMalaccawhenitfelltothePortuguesein1511,and150Chinesemerchantswere

permanentresidentsinManilawhenitwastakenbytheSpanishin1571.27)A large

ChinesecommunityofmerchantsandcraftsmenwasalsodiscoveredbytheDutchin1619

whentheyinvadedthecitywhichwouldbecomeBatavia.28)Allthesesettlementsdated
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24)Cf.M.A.P.Meilink-Roelofsz:AsianTradeandEuropeanInfluenceintheIndonesianArchipelago

between1500andabout1630,TheHague,1962,p.42.

25)NielsSteengaard,�Emporia,somereflections�,in Ptak and Rothermund (eds.)Emporia,

commodities....op.cit.

26)SeeJenniferW.Cushman,FieldsoftheSea.Cornell,Ithaca,1993.SeealsoIshiiYoneo(ed.),The

JunkTradefromSoutheastAsia.TranslationsfromtheT�senFusetsu-Gaki,1674-1723,Singapore,

InstituteofSoutheastAsiaStudies,1998.

27)ChangT・ien-Ts�,Sino-PortugueseTradefrom1514to1644:ASynthesisofPortugueseandChinese

Sources,RTP,Leyden,1969,p.33.

28)LeonardBluss�,StrangeCompany:Chinesesettlers,MestizowomenandtheDutchinVOCBatavia,



backtotheSongdynasty,thegoldenageofChina・smaritimecommerce,privateand

official.

Merchantdiasporasmadeupfortheabsenceofamercantiliststateofthetypefoundin

Europeinthe16th-17th century.Theyalsoactedasacounterweighttoofficialdom・s

ascendancyorawayaroundit.Theconceptworkedbestappliedtotradebetween

differentcultureswhenmiddlemen,brokersand・culturerunners・wereneeded.Calling

onanthropology,historyandeconomics,helpfulstudiesfocusontheBugis,Banians,

Armeniansandother・merchantdiasporas・intheirrelationswithlocalcommunities.29)

4.THETWOGLOBALISATIONS

Thedifferentaspectsofglobalization

Globalizationhasbeendescribedasaprocessencompassingpolitical,economicand

culturalchangescausedbylarge-scalecirculationofmigratoryflows,information,ideas,

capitalandwealth.30)Itisgeneratedbynewlong-distanceconnectionsoftenestablished

throughvariousdiasporas.

Afirstglobalizationtookplaceattheendofthe16thcentury.Theyear1571constitutesan

easymilestonesinceitistheyeartheSpaniardstookManilaandthereforeintroduced

stableandregularexchangesbetweenthefourcontinents.Therisingofaworldmarket

coincidedwiththeEuropeanhegemony.31)However,thelatteronlyhappenedafteralong

periodoftimerifewithrivalriesandopenconflicts.FollowingtheSpaniards,the

Portuguese,theFrenchandtheDutch,theBritishwerelatecomersinAsiaanddidnot

overcomeDutchsupremacyuntilthesecondhalfofthe17thcentury.

Thesecondglobalizationcanbedatedto1985.Itseemstomethisdateisapertinent

milestonebecauseoftheparticularcontextofthe80・s.Firstcamethespectacularfallof
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Dortrecht,1986,pp.81-84.

29)SeeforinstancePhilipD.Curtin,Cross-CulturalTradeinWorldhistory,Cambridge,Cambridge

UniversityPress,1984.

30)Cf.M.Waters,Globalization,Routledge,London,1995;OlivierDollfus,LanouvellecarteduMonde,

Paris,PUF,coll.Quesais-je?n・2986,1995.

31)AgoodsynthesisofthisquestioncanbefoundinthethreevolumesofBraudel,Civilizationand

Capitalism,15th-18thCentury,Vol.1.Thestructuresofeverydaylife;vol.2.Thewheelsof

commerce;Vol.3.ThePerspectiveoftheWorld,NewYork,HarperandRow,1981,1982,1984,and

E.L.Jones,TheEuropeanMiracle:Environments,Economies,andGeopoliticsintheHistoryof

EuropeandAsia,Cambridge,CambridgeUniversityPress,1987.



transportandcommunicationcosts,andderegulation.Therevolutioninthesystemsof

transportationandcommunication,andcapitalmovements,happenedhandinhandwith

thetransformationofregulatorybodiesandtheweakeningofthefunctionsofthenation-

state.ThestrongreappearanceofAsiaontheglobalscene,followingtwosignificant

eventsisalsoofutmostimportance.Thefirstoftheseeventshappenedshortlyafterthe

PlazaAgreements(September1985)whenmembersoftheG7groupagreedtocollaborate

towardsadecreaseinvalueoftheamericancurrency.Theendaka-theriseoftheyen-

thatfollowedcausedasurgeofJapaneseinvestmentsinAsia,whichinturncontributed

tothespreadingofthejapaneseindustrializationmodelthroughouttheregion.The

secondeventwastheirruptionofChinaintheglobaleconomicsystem,througha

networkofinternationalsubsidiaries,basedinthecoastalregions,duringthe1990・s.

5.THESOUTHEASTASIANMARITIMECORRIDORINTHE21STCENTURY:

ANARGUMENTFORAREACTIVATIONOFTHEBRAUDELIANCONCEPT

Subregionaleconomiczonesandglobalhistory

TheexampleofAsiaishereagainquiteenlightening.Thewayinternationalrelationsare

structuredandformalizedshowsasignificantlydifferentapproach.Inthe1990・sJapan

producedaneconomicandhistoricliteratureonsubregionaleconomiczones,orareas

belongingtodifferentnationalspaces,thatgreatlyenhancedourunderstandingofthese

veryuniquedynamics.32)Thisnewtypeofanalysisoccurredinaspecificcontext-theend

oftheColdWar,thedisintegrationofpoliticalblocks,theboomofJapaneseinvestment

inAsiaandtheintegrationofChinaintheglobaleconomy.New conceptssuchas

・maritimeregions・or・oceaniccommunities・appeared.33)Butcanthesebeconsideredas

pertinentalternativestotheconceptofnation-state,whicharewhathistoriansand

governmentsrecognizeascoherentandnaturalcategories?

Theconceptualthinkingthatgivesoceanbasinsacentralpositionhasthemeritof

lesseningthearbitrarydistinctionsbetweenEuropeandAsiaandofhighlightingthe

lastinginteractionsofoceansandoceanbasins.34)Onemust,however,stillclearlydefine

afew factorsconcerningthesemaritimemacroregions-theirlimitsintime,their
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32)Foracriticalanlasysisofthesevariouspointsofview,cf.F.Gipouloux,Regionaleconomic

StrategiesinEastAsia,AComparativePerspective,Tokyo,MaisonFranco-Japonaise,1994.

33)Cf.M.W.Lewis,K.E.Wigen,TheMythofContinents:aCritiqueofMeta-geography,Berkeley,

UniversityofCaliforniaPress,1997,p.204.

34)JerryH.Bentley,�SeaandOceanBasinsasFrameworksofHistoricalAnalysis�,Geographical

Review,Vol.89n・2,OceansConnect,Apr.1999,pp.215-224.



boundariesandtheirinteractionswithotherregions.TheSuluSultanateduringthe18th

and19thcenturieswasabufferzonebetweentwospheresofinfluence-theSpanishsphere

centeredaroundthePhilippinesandtheDutchspherethatdominatedIndonesiaandits

adjoiningseas.35)SignsofaneconomicandsocialintegrationcanbefoundintheAtlantic

andPacificbasinsasearlyasthe16th century,whereastoacertainextent,maritime

historyafterthe16thcenturydissolvesintoglobalhistory.36)Tousetheexampleofsilver,

theamounttransportedfrom AcapulcotoManilaismoreorlessequivalenttothe

quantitythattransitedfromtheAtlantictoEurope,butwasnotaslargeastheamount

transportedbyland,toChinainparticular,whereitwouldbetradedforsilk,lacquerand

porcelain.37)

Tofullyunderstandhowthesemaritimespaceswerestructured,onemustconsiderthe

waytheywerearticulatedashubsornodes.Atfirstthereisobviouslyaphysicalspace

dependantonthequalityofitsinfrastructure,butgraduallythisspacegoesbeyondthe

territoryframeworktoreachavirtualstage-itbecomesaplacewhereskills,knowledge,

creativityandimaginationreachacriticalmass.Itisatthisjuncturethattechnical

norms,ethicalcodes,regulationsofinternationalcommerceetc,arecreated.Howcanone

maptheseextremelytightconnectionnetworks?Whatscaleshouldoneuse?

Theworldhistoryanalysisofexchangesbetweencivilizations,leadstovaluableresearch

angles.Thegoalisnottothinkofaworldhistorythatwouldonlyjuxtaposenational

historiesbuttostudytransnationalphenomena.Economicexchanges(commercialand

financialflows),thediffusionofinnovations,scientificdiscoveries,migratoryflows,

environmentalhistory,thehistoryofculturalupheavalsandthehistoryofreligionare

someofthephenomenathatareanintrinsicpartofthemaritimegrowthof16thcentury

Europe.

Twokeyelementsoftheworldhistory・sparadigmseemtobeparticularlyrelevant:The

nation-stateisnolongertheonlykeytohistory,internationalrelationsandeventosome

extenteconomicdevelopment.Thecriticsof・europeocentrism・highlighthistoriesthat

havehadadifferentimpactonEurope.TheybringtotheforewhatPierreChaunuwished

forinthelate60・s・theglobalopeningupofcivilizationsandcultures・.38)
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35)Cf.J.F.Warren,TheSuluZone,1768-1898:TheDynamicsofExternalTrade,SlaveryandEthnicity

intheTransformationofaSoutheastAsianMaritimeState,Singapore,SingaporeUniversityPress,

1981.Fromthesameauthor,seeTheSuluZone:TheWorldCapitalistEconomyandtheHistorical

Imagination,Amsterdam,VUPress,1998.

36)ibid.p.220.

37)Flynn,DennisO.andArturoGiraldez�Bornwitha・Silverspoon・:TheOriginofWorldTradein

1571�,JournalofWorldHistory,Vol.6.N・2,1995,pp.201-221.

38)PierreChaunu,L・expansioneurop�enneduXIIIeauXVesi�cle,Paris,PUF,1969,p.332.



Themethodologyofglobalhistoryhasputanendtothenotionoftimebeingsingular,

andsubstitutes,withitslongapproach,interlardedandintermeshedtemporalities.The

integrationanddifferentiationprocessesofhistoryform awiredsystem interlinking

micro-historiesandintercontinentalhistories.

QUESTIONSINLIEUOFCONCLUSION.

1.WhywastherenotraditionoflastingcityautonomyinChinaorJapan?

ImustsayIam notsatisfiedwiththeopposition,formalisedbylearnedhistoriansof

Asianeconomy(Subrahmanyam,Chaudhuri,Lombardtoquoteonlyafew)between

maritimeAsiaallowingprosperouscosmopolitancommercialnetworksinitsport

metropolisesandagrarianempires,moreconcernedwithbureaucraticcontroloftheir

territorythaninvolvedinforeigntrade:Java,MogulIndia,China.Thesamedichotomy

couldbefoundbetweenmerchantandcontinentalempiresinMiddleAgesEurope,andyet

itdidnotpreventcitiesfromgainingautonomy.

2.WhywereAsianempiresincapableofbuildingNavies?

Indeed,JinattacksontheSong,andMongolexpeditionsagainstJapanmobilisednavies

ofawesomestrength.ButChinaandmostoftheotherAsiannavalpowersneverhadthe

upperhandinprotractedclasheswithwesternforces.Similarly,onecanwonderwhy

securingmaritimespacewasneverattemptedbyarmedforcesnotcontrolledbystates.

AndreaDorialikefiguresofcondottiererentingouttheirnavalstrengthtovariousroyal

powersneveremergedinAsia.Why?

3.Canwefindcorroboratedtracesoflegalinstrumentsattestingancientandstable

privatecommerciallaw:billsoflading,insurancecontracts,andsoforth?Ifnot,why

werenolegalinstitutionscreatedbymerchantsinChinaorJapanwhileoverwhelming

bureaucracyandregulationsappearedprevailing?

4.Thereisnodenyingofthesophisticationofmerchantpractices,oroftheinfluenceof

cosmopolitantraders.Thenwhywerenopowerfulcommercialtoollikechartercompanies

createdinAsia?Inotherwords,whywastherenoaccumulationofcapital?Or,going

backtoanoldquestionraisedbyChaudhuri,whywerethemerchantsunabletomove

theircapitaltowardsstate-sponsoredspheresofpublicinterest?
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